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HEIA(ACT) members at the
Creative Beading workshop

HEIA(ACT) members at the
Fabric Printing workshop

AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY
(ACT)

In 2007 the HEIA(ACT) Committee of Management
focused on providing one Professional Learning
Workshop in each school term as well as a social event
for the Annual General Meeting and another for World
Home Economics Day. To improve communications we
continue to develop a list of email addresses and we
celebrate another year of increased membership.

The first Professional Learning workshop for the year
again focused on curriculum and pedagogy but this
year it was a Rubrics Workshop. One of our members
gladly shared her expertise in this area and we spent a
great Saturday morning revisiting our assessment and
reporting practices and learning how to access rubrics
from the websites and develop them for our students.

In May we held a fantastic Fabric Printing workshop at
Megalo, which is a special facility for artists, located at the
front of the TAFE at Watson. Led by a young textiles/art
teacher we learnt a new technique and were fascinated
by the images we could produce from the computer and
transfer to fabric. This was such an enjoyable day, that
we held another afternoon session followed by dinner.

In August we held a Creative Beading workshop with
Lisa Walton, an expert in this field. All who attended
produced beautiful pieces of embellished fabric good
enough to frame. Each participant was provided with
a kit, which we find very beneficial for the success of
workshops.

Our last workshop for the year, The Essential Learning
Areas, did not eventuate for a number of reasons and
was postponed until 2008.
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We have been very fortunate to have one of our
members Margaret Vile on the Curriculum Renewal
Team in the ACT Department of Education. She has
worked very hard to collate feedback from teachers
and units of work as exemplars for the website. Pamela
Taylor and Sue O’Connor have generously given of their
time to produce these exemplars and we all thank them
greatly.

Our AGM was a very quiet social event. We were
saddened by the retirement of Annette O’Brien who
has served on our committee for many years. For
World Home Economics Day, Annette organised her
last event, dinner at the Ethiopian restaurant, which
turned out to be an excellent choice. It was a night of
mixed emotions. It started with culture shock, as we
couldn’t read the menu and so it was fun to order and
remember what you ordered when the food came out.
Luckily for us Annette had some clues and could help
us choose. Annette has headed north into NSW and
is already greatly missed; we wish her much health and
happiness.

The commitment of the Committee of Management has
again been the key to a successful year for HEIA(ACT). |
truly appreciate their willingness to carry out their roles
and help network our members. | mention in particular
Carol Kotz, who is our representative on Council and
the National Treasurer. On behalf of the Division, |
congratulate and acknowledge her dedication to our
Division and this profession.

Betty Smith
President, HEIA(ACT)
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Jill Cooney (R) receives the HEIA(NSW) High Achiever Award

NEW SOUTH WALES

Some would say 2007 was a quiet year for HEIA(NSW),
although it appears for some of our eager and active
members it wasn’t after all! HEIA(NSW) was invited
to contribute and participate in several Department of
Education and Training (DET) workshops and invited
to join a state committee charged with developing
recommendations for the upgrading of public school
hospitality kitchen standards.

Members of HEIA(NSW) were disappointed that the
IFHE 2012 Congress will no longer be held in Sydney.

Our first workshop for 2007 was Textiles unit of work
development day. Practising teachers and student
teachers discussed projects that could be integrated
into their programs. Programs were reviewed and a
wealth of experience and knowledge exchanged. Part
Il of this workshop was Unit of work skill development
textiles workshop, held later in the year. Lecturer Dr
Louise Duvernet and experienced teacher Kathleen
Moss demonstrated textile techniques, and shared their
secrets of teaching textiles to junior students.

HEIA(NSW) celebrated World Home Economics Day
on the 21 March, along with the presentation of the
King and Amy O’Malley Scholarship awards to Carlie
Deppeler, Simon Pike, Hannah Lade and Karen Yager.
The NSW Division thanks the judges for our state
including Julie Gay (Panel Chair), Cheryl Sonter and
Rosalind Hammond.We were also delighted to present
Shuyan Zhang with an award for the highest achieving
NSW TAFE student studying Health Services Certificate
Ill. The evening concluded with a presentation by Stuart
Adams from Nutrition Australia, outlining the role of his
organisation and current programs.
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HEIA(NSW) members at
Christmas lunch

HEIA(NSW) Retired Members Luncheon

The ‘Retired Members Luncheon’ at the Royal
Automobile Club in Sydney attracted 35 retired home
economists.

A small group of our members were fortunate to travel
for ten days through the North, Central and South of
Vietnam, hosted by chef Peter Nguyen.The group fell so
much in love with Vietnamese culture, people and food
that they have started organising their next trip to this
beautiful country.

During winter, Maryanne Robb organised a professional
presentation by Angela Saunders from Sanitarium.
Angela discussed her research on childhood obesity
and how families and the wider community should be
assisting in reducing this problem.

Our congratulations to Dr Louise Duvernet who was
recognised for her contribution and service to HEIA
by the Professional Teachers Council (PTC) of NSWV.
Louise demonstrated outstanding professional service,
and was presented with her award by John Della Bosca,
Minister for Education and Training.

Congratulations also to Jill Cooney for being awarded
the NSW High Achiever Award for 2007 at our annual
Christmas dinner. Jill was Conference Convenor for the
2007 HEIA national biennial conference and worked
tirelessly and with complete professionalism in the role.
The evening concluded with a lecture presented by
Dr Louise Duvernet about her journey to Chile and
the emerging textiles industry that local Chileans are
exploring, with the aim to break into the European
market.

| sincerely thank the HEIA(NSW) Committee of
Management for their hard work and the time that
they have contributed throughout 2007. Through being
a member of HEIA(NSW) Committee of Management,
| have gained knowledge, skills and a network of
colleagues, but also true friends who understand and
appreciate my passion for home economics.

Sneza Stamenkovic, President, HEIA(NSW)
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Planning starts in Darwin for the 2009 national conference

NORTHERN TERRITORY

For the members of the Northern Territory Division,
2007 has been very focused on planning for the
2009 national conference. The year began with eight
members attending the HEIA national conference in
Sydney where we were formally approached to host
the 2009 conference. At an early meeting of members
in Darwin, the interest level was very encouraging and
we decided on a theme based around social justice
issues. We were successful in gaining funding to form a
learning community and set up a very intensive program
of meetings and planning days, each with set outcomes.
With between eight and twelve members attending each
meeting, there is a real sense of shared responsibility and
everyone has contributed to the process in a meaningful
way. Eight members of the learning community attended
the Queensland Division eduNation conference in July.
This was made possible thanks to Northern Territory
Joint Council of Professional Teaching Associations
(NTJCPTA) funding, and was undertaken to give
delegates the experience of attending a high quality
conference. It was very valuable on a number of levels
and has given the conference planning team a benchmark
to aspire to.

We were fortunate to be able to bring Dr Janet Reynolds
over for a meeting to help us refine our vision and
define our program plans.We all finished that day with
very mixed feelings. We gained a national perspective
and realised that this wasn’t just OUR conference. Jan is
a master at challenging us to question our thoughts and
beliefs, and we were all forced to think hard, let go of
some of our holy grails and open our minds to different
possibilities. | set up a wiki website which enables us
all to contribute to the writing of documents without

18

HEIA(NT) members
with an HEIA(Q)
member checking
out the HEIA(Q)
conference

being in the same physical space.We did end up feeling
like we will put on a fabulous and important conference,
but there is a great deal of work to be done yet. Luckily
the team is strong and committed to the goal.

We also had a visit from Marilyn Yates who looked at our
plans and was given a tour of the proposed conference
venue. As a first time visitor to Darwin, Marilyn was
given a quick tour of the city and sights. She suggested
using the internet to sell our destination and to that
end, | have set up a wiki website to show people what
we are doing. This will be updated throughout the year.

The learning community project was called Leading
the way through social justice with the aim of developing
leadership skills of the members of the group. This was
achieved for many of the members.Tina Sketchley went
interstate to represent NTJCPTA and HEIA(NT) at a
Teaching Australia conference in Queensland; MekVenes,
Julie Cope, Lynne Strathie and Tina all attended report
back meetings and represented the learning community;
all members took on various responsibilities throughout
the year and developed their leadership skills.

Our membership has increased this year, with eighteen
members at the end of 2007, up from sixteen in 2006.
We on the Committee of Management are aware
that we need to provide more general professional
development opportunities for members. This is our
major goal for 2008 — to provide a variety of PD
opportunities for members whilst continuing to plan
for the 2009 conference. | would like to extend my
personal thanks to everyone for their hard work and
commitment throughout 2007.

Penny Mcintyre, President, HEIA(NT)
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HEIA(Q) members and friends
on a study tour in Vietnam

Award recipients at the
HEIA(Q) eduNation conference

HEIA(Q) members enjoying World Home Economics Day

QUEENSLAND

It is my pleasure to present the report on behalf of
HEIA(Q), a Division comprising over 600 members.
The Committee of Management has worked hard
throughout the year to raise the benchmarks for
education within the classroom, to advocate for and
enhance the professional standing of home economics
in Queensland, and to promote quality educational
outcomes in home economics.

World Home Economics Day took on an international
theme with celebrations centred on the culture and
cuisine of Turkey. Members listened to an informative
talk on Turkish cuisine, tasted delectable foods and
tried out the difficult art of belly dancing. The 2007
O’Malley scholars were presented: Kate Edgar, Bree
Richters, Chantelle Robinson, Rosemarie Sciacca and
Joanne Spotswood. We farewelled valued Committee
of Management members, Joanne Jayne (President
2005-2007), Julie Nash, Michelle Nisbet, Claire Cobine,
Sharyn Laidlaw and Jo Andrews.

HEIA(Q) obtained a $47 100 grant from the Queensland
Government’s Community Partnership Awards Scheme
to support the eduNation nutrition education program,
comprisingten regional one-day workshopsandatwo-day
conference. Our professional development workshops
were once again superbly organised, and offered
members the opportunity to develop units of work and/
or assessment tasks related to nutrition education, with
the emphasis on motivating and empowering students
to implement healthy eating patterns. Evaluations from
the workshops were extremely positive. Evaluations
from our 361 registrants at the eduNation—Nutrition
education for a new generation two-day conference held
at the Hilton Brisbane on 20-21* July clearly indicated
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its success, with the two-day format also being widely
acclaimed. eduNation awards were presented at the
conference to Geoffrey Grantham for Xyris Software,
Miriam McDonald, Joanne Jayne, Janet Curran and Dr
Janet Reynolds for their significant contribution to
home economics education in Queensland.

The Committee of Management has continued to
support and enhance the professional standing of
HEIA(Q) by keeping members informed of relevant
government policies and proposals and by responding
to a variety of government initiatives such as the Senior
Phase of Learning discussion paper; and the Technology
and Health and Physical Education ‘Essential Learnings’ in
the Queensland Curriculum,Assessment and Reporting
Framework.

Our newsletter InForm continues to be a vital
communication vehicle for our members and our editor
continues to produce quality publications. Our modern
website is an additional communication tool for our
members. World Home Economics Day, the Graduate
Function to celebrate the success of our new graduands,
and the luncheon for past and present members of the
Committee of Management (COM), all provided further
opportunity for networking on a social basis.

| would like to express my sincere thanks to members
for their phenomenal support of our organisation, and
in particular would like to thank the COM for their
many initiatives, wisdom, sound advice, professional
support and leadership throughout the year. As many
of our COM members retired in 2007, developing the
confidence and solidarity within the team has been
important. The wisdom, leadership, knowledge and
guidance from our longer-serving members has been
balanced with a ‘can-do, let’s get on and do it’ approach
from many of our new younger members.

| am justly proud of the achievements of the Committee
in 2007 and wish the new Committee continued success
in all its endeavours in 2008.

Helen Johnston, President, HEIA(Q)
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HEIA(SA) members cheese tasting at the Barossa

SOUTH AUSTRALIA

It is my pleasure to report that HEIA(SA) had another
very productive year. It started, of course, with twenty-
nine of us attending the inspiring Horizons in Home
Economic conference in Sydney. Thank you to all involved
in its organisation.

Our Celebratory Brunch for World Home Economics
Day was attended by over 100 members and friends.
The presentation of O’Malley Scholarships to Janine
McAlister, Kelly Bregantic and Claire Drummond, and
the inaugural Resek Scholarship to Jacqui Binnekamp
were gratifying. Professor Manny Noakes’ presentation
was on her role in the development of the CSIRO Diet
and where they go from here.

We were able, with a grant from Consortium of
Education Associations of South Australia, to offer our
members an opportunity to attend workshops with Dr
Janet Reynolds on A—E Reporting and a Food Studies Expo
Day which provided resources and contacts helpful for
the teaching of the topic.

Our interaction with students studying to teach home
economics has continued with visits to the universities
to discuss the students’ concerns and a Welcome to
Home Economics cocktail party. To assist the students
further; we also paid their membership to HEIA for
their first year.

Workshops at the SA Coffee Academy and with Futura
were held and our Barossa Experience, organised by
Gayle Dorman and Jean Fulwood, was most enjoyable
and enlightening. We travelled by bus to nine very
relevant locations during the day.

We used World Teachers Day as a forum to raise our
profile. Julie Taylor and Christina Tassell were each
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HEIA(SA) Committee of Management members from
across the years

HEIA(SA) members off on a bus trip to the Barossa

acknowledged with a HEIA(SA) Service Award. Both
have represented us at national level and been on the
Division’s Committee of Management for ten years.
Julie has researched, negotiated and provided the Stage
2 Nutrition Study Guide for teacher and student use for
seven years and Christina has worked tirelessly on our
newsletter and as liaison with the universities. Patricia
Greaves was recognised with the Perpetual Trophy for
Excellence, as our Secretary.

Some of our Hub groups have provided varied and
valuable PD and we hope to be able to support this
more in 2008. In November our AGM was combined
with a very enjoyable trip to the Antique and Collectable
Fair at Moonta.

One of our goals is to ensure placement of suitably
trained teachers in all home economics classes. To this
end we sent letters to school principals to inform and
encourage them to seek the newly qualified teachers
to fill the vacancies in their schools. We are also co-
operating at a committee level with the Minister of
Education on the issues of canteen and school food
policies.

| would like to take the opportunity to thank the many
HEIA members who, over the years have helped me
and who have made the commitment to help educate,
inform and advocate on behalf of our valued group of
professionals.Thank you for sharing your friendship, skills,
talents and expertise—they are essential ingredients if
future generations are to make informed choices and
enhance their lives. Thank you for the journey.

Chris Parry, President, HEIA(SA)
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TASMANIA
Home economists in Tasmania form a small but active
Division of HEIA. Membership in 2007 has increased
marginally with 42 members, most of whom work in
the education sector. Home economics has a respected
position within the curriculum of the Department of
Education, Catholic and Independent school sectors,
with most schools endorsing it as a popular subject that
is valued by students, staff and parents.

Members of HEIA(Tas) assist groups and organisations
by providing support, advice and/or demonstrations
aimed at improving child and family health. Specific 2007
community events involving ‘hands on help’ included
preparation of healthy snacks at The Children’s Festival
in the Royal Botanical Gardens, food demonstrations at
The Tasmanian School Canteen Association Conference,
judging at annual events such as the Apex Fashion
Awards, and the Taste of Tasmania and Kids in the Park
Hobart Summer Festival.

Tasmanian members contribute to national committees
where possible. In 2007 our Division contributed to
the work of HEIA Council, the Education Standing
Committee, the Public Health Standing Committee, and
to HEIA responses to discussion papers from Teaching
Australia.

At a state level, HEIA(Tas) is 2 member of the Network
of Education Associations of Tasmania (NEAT). NEAT is
a federation of fourteen professional associations that
serves the interests of educators throughout Tasmania.
The HEIA(Tas) Committee of Management is currently
involved with NEAT in planning a state-wide conference
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HEIA(Tas) state meeting

HEIA(Tas) members

for teachers, parents and community based on the
theme ‘working in partnerships’. HEIA(Tas) is facilitating
an exciting health and wellbeing stream throughout the
conference. Participating in the Working in Partnerships
Conference committee enables us to raise our profile
within the community and offer excellent professional
development to all participants.

The Committee of Management is also working on ways
to update the Division’s website,and utilising technology
by encouraging members to receive the regional
newsletters electronically. The HEIA(Tas) website page is
being developed with more local content, photographs
and event notices.

King and Amy O’Malley 2007 scholarships were
awarded to Andrew Goodman and Denise Armstrong.
We congratulate the recipients.

| have a wonderful Committee of Management and
three regional conveners who constantly read emails
and respond to requests. This dedicated team offers
service to our members and profession by providing
opportunities to meet, engage in professional learning
and share experiences. | look forward to another busy
and engaging year of home economics.

Karen Weitnauer, President, HEIA(Tas)
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HEIA(V) members attacking a side of lamb
IIE z

VICTORIA

HEIA(V) has continued to achieve, entertain and inform

our members with a wide variety of Professional

Learning (PL) activities and informative newsletters.

The PL calendar was packed with quality and value-for-

money activities for all members, regardless of their

career focus, such as:

* our celebration of World Home Economics Day at
the majestic Princess Theatre with Dr Rob Moodie,
CEO ofVic Health

* sensory testing activities and careers information for
food technologists in industry, held at McCormicks
Foods

¢ adventurous textiles with Penny O’Neil, held at
Lumina Gallery

* a hands-on day with Sam Bate, dismantling, cooking
and vacuum-packaging a side of lamb

¢ tips and techniques for addressing job criteria for
students and others.

Our very successful annual state conference Living
well — Good food, good health and good practice in home
economics was held in April. Participants in our signature
keynote panel included Catherine Saxelby (dietician and
author), Dr Tom Crowe (Deakin University), Jacinta Orr
(Dairy Corporation) and Bianca Chatfield (Melbourne
Phoenix netballer). The panel began the day discussing
What’s hot and what’s not—Facts, fads, fitness and furphies.
Shanaka Fernando, 2007 Local Australia Day Hero
also spoke about social responsibility and running
his successful Lentil as Anything restaurant. A range of
workshops exploring our conference theme were very
well received.

Many HEIA(V) members were recognised in 2007 for
their ongoing contributions to the home economics
profession:
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HEIA(V) members still working on their side of lamb

Delegates at the HEIA(V) state conference
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* Dr Pamela Williams was awarded a fellowship at
the national biennial conference in Sydney. HEIA(V)
members were thrilled to hear that she had been
publicly recognised with this prestigious award.

* The Norma Jean Findley Memorial Award was
presented at our World Home Economics Day
celebrations to Peta Chubb for her outstanding
contribution to home economics and HEIA(V) in
many capacities, as a committee member, newsletter
editor, Professional Learning convener to name a few.
We wish Peta well in her new job with Food Standards
Australia New Zealand in Canberra.

* Our O’Malley Scholars Elaine Bush, lldi Citler, Nicole
Coutts, Alison Scandrett-Maier, Lisa Steinfield and
Leigh Thomson were publicly acknowledged and
we wish them well in their future careers in home
economics.

* Lisa Steinfeld was presented with the HEIA(V) Most
Outstanding Second Year RMIT Consumer Science
Student.

| took over the office of President in July and have
been on a learning curve ever since. My thanks go to
former President, Phillip Michielin for his leadership and
contributions while in office and | wish him well in the
future.

Along with Glenis Heath and Jennie Morrison, | was
delighted to be involved in the judging of the Apex
Australia Teenage Fashion Awards in October as
HEIA(V) representatives.

| acknowledge my fellow members of the Committee
of Management and thank them for all their support
as our Division continues to grow and flourish. | have

HOME ECONOMICS INSTITUTE OF AUSTRALIA INC.
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HEIA(V) members being creative at the Annual General Meeting

Panel speakers and HEIA(V) Committee members at the HEIA(V)
conference

never worked with such a positive and generous group
of people who are so willing to give not only their
expertise but their time to HEIA(V). In conclusion, |
wish to acknowledge Leanne Compton’s contributions
to HEIA(V) over the years and wish her all the best in
her coming role as HEIA National President in March
2008. This is a great acknowledgement of Leanne’s
commitment to home economics.

Lynne Backholer, President, HEIA(Vic)

WESTERN AUSTRALIA
In January 2007 a large group of HEIA(WA) members
joined with other delegates from around Australia and

New Zealand in Sydney for the HEIA national conference.

Attending the conference was a wonderful opportunity
to not only hear a range of excellent speakers and
participate in workshops, but also a chance to interact
with other delegates with a common enthusiasm for
home economics.

On 21 March, World Home Economics Day was
celebrated at Edith Cowan University where three
West Australian students were awarded King and Amy
O’Malley scholarships. These three students were Anita
Dixon, Sharon Wright and Kelly Johnson. Our guest
speaker Penny Herd, a past King and Amy O’Malley
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scholar, spoke about what the scholarship meant
to her both at the time of the award and as she has
progressed through her career. Penny’s overview of the
innovative and exciting program that has been running
in her school highlighted the impact we can have when
working collaboratively both within the school and in
the wider community.

With the Western Australia education system undergoing
major change, particularly in the senior school years,
the WA Division has continued to focus on supporting
our members by providing a quality professional
development program. Sessions ranged from innovative
textile workshops, a Food-Safe workshop presented by
the School of Public Health at Curtin University, through
to collaborative planning opportunities.

HEIA(WA) once again participated in the planning of the
Technology and Enterprise Conference which includes
presentations that are applicable to the wide range of
disciplines within the learning area as well as sessions
that are more specifically related to particular teaching
groups. One of the highlights for the 2007 conference
was a presentation by Associate Professor Margaret
Sims about her recent work on young children, day care
and stress levels.

HEIA(WA) finished 2007 thrilled to receive news that
our ASISTM (Australian School Innovation in Science,
Technology and Mathematics) application had been
successful. Our project will see HEIA(WA) working
with Curtin University, the food industry and teachers
from all education sectors in the area of Food Science
and Technology.This project will be a major focus of the
Division’s work in 2008.

Noelene Matthews, President, HEIA(WA)
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AWARDS AND SCHOLARSHIPS

Dr Pamela Williams on the night of being awarded her
Fellowship

Victorian 2007 O’Malley Scholars

Queensland 2007 O’Malley Scholars

FELLOWSHIPS
Dr Pamela Williams was awarded a Fellowship in 2007.

LEADERSHIP AWARDS
No Leadership Awards were presented in 2007.

SERVICE AWARDS
No Service Awards were presented in 2007.

KING AND AMY O’MALLEY SCHOLARSHIPS
In 2007 the King and Amy O’Malley Trust provided scholarships for 23 students undertaking undergraduate or post-
graduate studies in home economics.The recipients were:

New South Wales South Australia Victoria

¢ Carlie Deppeler ¢ Kelly Bregantic * Elaine Bush

¢ Hannah Lade ¢ Claire Drummond ¢ lldi Citler

¢ Simon Pike ¢ Janine McAllister * Nicole Coutts

¢ Karen Yager * Alison Scandrett-Maier
Tasmania e Lisa Steinfeld

Queensland * Denise Armstrong * Leigh Thomson

¢ Kate Edgar * Andrew Goodman

* Bree Richters Western Australia

¢ Chantelle Robinson * Anita Dixon

* Rosemarie Sciacca ¢ Kelly Johnson

¢ Joanne Spotswood * Sharon Wright
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